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man's breast, in which yawned seven apertures ; his open wings spread out over the walls ; his elongated hands reached to the floor ; three black stones, encircled in yellow, represented three eyeballs in his forehead; and his bull's head was raised by a terrible effort, as if to bellow.
Around the hall were ranged ebony benches; behind each was erected a bronze standard, resting on three paws, and supporting a torch. All these lights were reflected over the polished surface of the mother-of-pearl lozenges paving the hall. The room was so lofty that the red walls, as they neared the dome, appeared black, and on high the three eyes of the idol seemed like stars half lost in the night.
The Elders sat on the ebony benches, having thrown over their heads the ends of their long robes. They remained motionless, with their hands crossed in their wide sleeves; and the mother-of-pearl pavement resembled a luminous stream that ran under their bare feet from the altar towards the door. t In the centre the four pontiffs sat back to back on four ivory chairs, forming a cross. The pontiff of Bschmoun robed in hyacinth, the pontiff of Tanit in a white linen robe, the pontiff of Khamoun in a reddish woollen garment, and the pontiff of Moloch in purple,
Hamilcar moved forward to the candelabrum, and making a circuit of it, examined the burning wicks, then threw upon them a perfume powder. Instantly violet flames sprang up at the extremities of the branches.
Now a shrill voice broke forth, another responded,